A familiar prairie sight after 1 880, the sod shack guve temporary shelter
to farm settlers with little cash, few tools, and no timber.

Between 1880 and 1914, many immigrants buuit sod
shacks as their first prairie homes. A “soddy” cost less

than five dollars. It was warm in winter, cool 1n .
summer, and completely fireproof. Its only drawbacks

were a dusty interior and a tendency to leak baaly in

wet weather. . f
To make a soddy, settlers ploughed furrows indry

slough bottoms and cut the sod into strips. Stacked '
ass side down, the sod formed strong, thick walls. |

Stout willow shoots or poplar saplings supported a

roof of sod.
A 14’ by 20’ house might contain fifty tons of sod.

though a few settlers occupied their soddies for
decades, most left them for more substantial log or
frame houses as soon as possible. |
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